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WELCOME 
It’s been a exciting and busy few months since our last 
newsletter – I’m still on a high from the Albert Hall 
Festival. This edition tells the story of the Soirée and the 
Melba concert through the photos taken by Peter Hislop 
and Hou Leong. Pictures really are worth a thousand 
words! 

There’s also a new column from CCS Vice President 
Peter Morris. He’s found some wonderful stuff from our 
archives — very appropriate as we look forward to our 
60th Anniversary celebration on 24 September. Peter has 
also been delving into the archives to honour the 
contribution of Alan Richardson, who has retired from 
the choir after 41 years. 

Thanks for your 
kind feedback 
on the last 
newsletter, the 
resources page, 
the CCS mailing 
list and so on. If 
you have 
thoughts about 
other things we 
could do to 
improve 
publicity and 
communications, 
or would like to 
get involved in 
keeping these 
things going, 
please let me 
know! 

Yours in music 

Kelly Corner, CCS Publicity Officer 

ALBERT HALL FESTIVAL 

asn't the Albert Hall Festival a fantastic weekend! 
One of the many things that impresses me about 
CCS is how positively the committee and 

choristers run with an idea. The Festival was a major event 
and its organisation was handled efficiently and 
enthusiastically. The soirée was such a success that we 
needn't have worried about clashing with the CSO Gala!  
  
From this, our first Soirée, we learnt many lessons for the 
future. Next time, for example, the CCS Chorus will 
probably present a short, but significant, bracket of music. 
This is too good an occasion to waste the opportunity of 
advertising what CCS specialises in.  
 

The Melba 
concert 
combined my 
loves of music, 
theatre and 
participation 
to give our 
audience an 
experience 
they would 
not get by 
sitting at 
home with 
their 
televisions or 
other 
electronic 
devices. The 
Albert Hall is 
a fabulous 

setting for many different stories and I can’t wait to 
prepare in detail next year’s Great Performances in the 
Albert Hall program! 
 
And wasn't the furniture on stage just the thing to top off 
the Melba concert! 

Tobias Cole, CCS Director of Music 
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IN PICTURES: 1930S SOIRÉE, 7 JULY 2012 

 [Photos by Hou Leong] 
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IN PICTURES: CONCERT IN TRIBUTE TO DAME 

NELLIE MELBA, 8 JULY 2012 

 [Photos by Peter Hislop and Hou Leong] 



CCS  CHAT TERBO X  P 8  AUGUS T  2012  

  

 [Photos by Peter Hislop and Hou Leong] 



CCS  CHAT TERBO X  P 9  AUGUS T  2012  

 

  

 [Photos by Peter Hislop and Hou Leong] 



CCS  CHAT TERBO X  P 1 0  AUGUS T  2012  

THE BEST CHORAL MUSIC EVER WRITTEN 

BY A NORTH AMERICAN 
Rehearsals are already well underway for our next 
concerts on 15 and 16 September featuring guest 
conductor David Yardley, soloist Christina Wilson, and 
the young voices of Kompactus. Publicity will start very 
shortly, so get ready to hand out flyers, stick up posters, 
and email all your friends! 

ith The Best Choral Music program this year I am 
hoping that we can identify the North American 
choral sound. Beautiful and luscious are words 

that come to mind. Much of the repertoire is familiar to 
many choristers, so hopefully our progress will be faster!  
 
So far I am very happy with how the first rehearsals have 
gone. Even the Hebrew seems easy after all the European 
languages in our last program! 
 
It will be good for the Chorus to work with another 
conductor again. David Yardley is very excited by the 
music we are presenting and it is lovely to be collaborating 
with him again. 
 
Don’t forget the Resources on our website. They are there 
to help and make the process more enjoyable. 

Tobias Cole, CCS Director of Music 

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE – TBCMEWNA 
Date  Time Venue* Notes 
Mon 6 Aug 7.30-10 pm SJ Tobias 
Mon 13 Aug 7.30-10 pm SJ Tobias 
Mon 20 Aug 7.30-10 pm SJ Tobias 
Mon 27 Aug 7.30-10 pm SJ Tobias 
Mon 3 Sept 7.30-10 pm SJ David Yardley 
Mon 10 Sept 7.30-10 pm SJ David Yardley 
Thurs 13 Sept 7.30-10 pm St P David Yardley 
Fri 14 Sept 7.30-10 pm St P David Yardley 
Sat 15 Sept 6 pm warmup St P David Yardley 
  7.30 pm start 
Sun 16 Sept 2 pm warmup St P David Yardley 
  3 pm start 
*SJ: St John’s St P: St Paul’s, Manuka 
 

COME AND SING HAYDN’S CREATION 
Building on the success of our Come and Sing the 
Messiah last year, we are again inviting guest choristers 
to join us for our next rehearsal period leading to a 
performance of Haydn’s Creation with guest conductor 
Graham Abbott. 

If you know people who would like to experience the 
thrill of performing a choral masterpiece at Llewellyn 
Hall, please encourage them to get involved. We are 

finetuning the process based on feedback from guest 
choristers last year, so it will be an even more 
supportive and fantastic experience for anyone who 
loves to sing. No experience or auditions required. 
Rehearsals begin on 1 October, with the final 
performance on 1 December. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
A capital choir for a capital city  60 years on 
A census taken in September 1951 revealed there were 
only about 23,600 residents in Canberra. But already it 
had a long tradition in music-making and choirs. With 
the establishment of ANU in 1948 and a third wave of 
building under way, a young group of Australian’s was 
moving to take up positions in the public service and 
study or work at the expanding ANU. 

Reflecting those developments the 1950s was also a 
period of growth in musical activities in the ACT. In 
March 1950, the Canberra Orchestral Society (today the 
CSO) was established. In 1951 the Canberra 
Philharmonic Society staged its first production. Then in 
1952, a young ANU academic, Ron Penny, gathered 
together a group of singers in Brassy House’s ‘Music 
Room’ to sing rounds and catches. This grew to be the 
Canberra Choral Group (a name adopted in 1953), 
which presented its first public performance (Christmas 
carols) outside the residence of the ANU Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Sir Douglas Copland.  

Founding and early members of the Canberra Choral 
Group were: Norma Galloway – proudly the longest 
serving chorister, John Richards (ANU geochemistry), 
Bill Heseltine (Prime Minister’s Department and later 
Prime Minister Menzies’ and then the Queen’s private 
secretary), Jim Perkins (now an emeritus professor of 
economics at Melbourne University), Ken Thomson 
(Pacific History at ANU), Athalie Colquhoun, Doreen 
Warry, Stan Davies, Margaret Mansfield and Garth 
Mansfield (Director of Music at the Wesley Centre). 

In those early years the Choir’s performances 
comprised sacred music in Churches, programs of 
madrigals and an annual carol concert held in the 
building that now houses the National Film and Sound 
Archive.  

The Canberra Choral Group received its first grant – of 
£30 used to purchase music – in June 1954, by which 
time its membership had grown to 25. 

In 1958 Ron Penny accepted a position at the University 
of Adelaide. He was succeeded as conductor by Jane 
Malone, a US citizen working at their embassy in 
Canberra. Under her leadership the choir grew to over 
40 members and in 1960, after some debate, the 
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decision was taken to specialise in performances of the 
great choral works rather that remain a motet choir. 
The choir’s name was changed to The Canberra Choral 
Society to reflect this. 

Jane Malone completed her 
posting at the US embassy in 
May 1961, so a new choral 
director had to be found. 
Fortunately for the CCS, Wilfred 
Holland had taken up the 
position of Director of Music at 
the Canberra Grammar School. 
He had conducted both the 
Dover Orchestral Society and Dover Choral Society in 
England and, soon after arriving in Canberra, accepted 
the position of conductor of the Canberra Orchestral 
Society. In 1961 he was invited to become our Musical 
Director, a position he held for the next decade. He was 
the first person to present regular oratorio 
performances in Canberra and established a close 
association between the CCS and the Orchestra. 

Fifty years ago this year, our choir was preparing to 
present Haydn’s The Creation on 6 and 7 December in 
the Canberra High School Hall. It was the second 
concert following the Society’s incorporation on 4 April 
1962; the CCS now had 60 members. The first concert 
by the incorporated CCS was Bach’s St Matthew Passion. 
At the end of this year we again present The Creation as 
part of our 60th anniversary celebration (pun intended). 

Peter Morris 

Main reference: Peter Campbell 
(2002), Canberra Choral Society: A 
Capital Choir for a Capital City, PC 
Publishing, Canberra 

ALAN RICHARDSON 
After 41 years as a member of the 
CCS, Alan has decided for health 
reasons to step down from his 
beloved Canberra Choral Society.  

When Alan joined the choir in 1971 it 
was under the direction of Ayis 
Ionnides, an ANU biochemist. Ayis 
was also musical director of the 
Canberra Opera Society as was his 
successor, Donald Hollier. As a result 
the 70s and 80s involved memorable 
collaborations between the CCS and 
Canberra Opera. 

For example, Alan was one of twelve CCS members to 
sing in the chorus of Verdi’s Il Trovatore in 1976. Alan 

went on to sing tenor in other operas staged by 
Canberra Opera over a number of years and also did a 
number of shows with the Canberra Philharmonic 
Society. 

After a period as a tenor, 
Alan settled down as a 
reliable and conscientious 
member of our bass section 
performing in many great 
works, including the 
Christmas Oratorio (when 
Stephen Bennet had hair), St 
Matthew Passion, (with 

Donald Hollier and Graham Abbott), Britten’s Spring 
Symphony (with Ernie Llewellyn and Nicollette Fraillon) 
and in a small solo in Hans Mommer’s English language 
translation for the CCS of Bach’s St John Passion. Among 
many highlights over the years must be mentioned 
singing with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra in 
1988 and the Sydney Symphony Orchestra in a concert 
to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Sydney Opera 
House in 1998. 

Music is one of the great joys of life. There is nothing 
quite like it. Any attempt to capture the quality of music 
or the emotional experience of performing great choral 
works in writing is most likely doomed to failure. But 
such experiences are the making of precious memories 
personal to us all and Alan has many memories of music 
making with the CCS to warm his heart.  

Alan was in the audience for our Dame Nellie Melba 
concert and we look forward to his 
ongoing attendance to hear his 
choir in performance in Canberra. 
He may also now have more time 
to indulge his love of Wagner and 
especially the Ring Cycle. 

Peter Morris 

Alan Richardson in pride of place 
(immediately above the word 
'Canberra', book held high) on the 
front cover of the Choir’s 50th 
anniversary history by Peter 
Campbell. Pictured at the top from 
right to left are: Ron Penny, Jane 
Malone, Wilf Holland, Ayis Ionnides 
and Donald Hollier 
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What a handsome lot we are! 

There are lots of good photos from the Soirée and 
Melba concert that I couldn’t include in the newsletter. 
If you would like copies of any of the photos I will be 
making them available – just working out how to do it 
with minimum effort! 

Kelly 

   


